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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F,R. S 1.97 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Submitted herewith on a PTO-1449 form is a listing of the 
documents known to applicant in order to comply with applicants duty of 
disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

The non-English language documents listed on the attached 
PTO-1449 were cited in the Intemational Search Report, a copy of which is 
enclosed herewith, for the corresponding Intemational PCT application. It is 
therefore believed that no English language translation or explanation of the 
relevance is necessary. Copies of all foreign patent documents listed are also 
enclosed herewith. 

The submission of any document which is not a statutory bar is 
not intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against 
the claims of the present application. Applicant does not waive any rights to 
take any action which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as 
a competent reference any document which is determined to be a prima facie 
prior art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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Statement of Relevancy 


The listed documents are being submitted either in compliance 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), within three (3) months of the filing date of a national 
application or of the date of entry of the national stage in an intemational 
application; or pursuant to 37 C.F.R, §1 -97(e)(1), within three (3) months fi"om 
the date of an office action or of a search report issued in a foreign counterpart 
application citing each of the documents contained in the present statement; or 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), within three (3) months from the first 
knowledge of each submitted document by any individual designated in C.F.R. 
§1.5 6(c), when each such document was not cited in a communication fi"om a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application. 

In the case of submission under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) and (2), the 
undersigned Attomey/Agent of Record hereby certifies that the enclosed list of 
references is hereby submitted within three months (1) firom the issuance of the 
foreign action or search report, or (2) fi-om said first knowledge, respectively. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees 
deemed required to Deposit Account No. 1 9-5 113. 


October 22, 2004 



Date Agent of the Applicant 

Robert Mitchell, Reg. No. 25,007 
OGILVY RENAULT 
Customer No. 32292 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
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Cite 
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Document Number 
Number - Kind Code^ Ofttnmm) 

Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 

Pages, Columns. Lines Where 
Relevant Passaoes or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



US-3.257.869 

06-28-1966 

Sharpies 




US-3,527,121 

09-08-1970 

Moore 




US-3,842,481 

10-22-1974 

Laing 




US-3,939,736 

02-24-1976 

Morin 




US-4,129.050 

12-12-1978 

Akashi et al 




US-4,282,776 

08-11-1981 

Eller 




I '^9Q 1*^0 

05-1 1-1982 

Naaata et al 




US-4.586.401 

05-06-1986 

Nogle 




US-4.793,214 

12-27-1988 

Nurnberger et al 




US-4,983,152 

01-08-1991 

Kimberlln et al 




US-5,136,197 

08-04-1992 

Hallett 




US-5, 152,726 

04-30-1996 

Ledemnan 




US-5,237,885 

08-24-1993 

Putney et al 




US-5,309,714 

05-10-1994 

Putney et al 




US-5.382,203 

01-17-1995 

Bellman et al 




US-5,466.198 

11-14-1995 

McKibbin et al 




US-5,470,286 

11-28-1995 

Fan 




US-5,649,254 

07-15-1997 

Mori et al 




US-5,679,089 

10-21-1997 

Levedahl 




US-6, 148,605 

11-21-2000 

Lardellier 




US-6,394,387 

05-28-2002 

Mitrovic 




US-6,422.971 

07-23-2002 

Katou et al 




US-2003/008748 

01-09-2003 

Fox 
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Examiner 
Initials" 

Cite 
No.^ 

Foreisn Patent Document 

Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant Of Cited Document 

Pages. Columns. Unes 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figtjres Appear 


Country Code3 - Number4 - Kind Codes {9 known) 



GB 725 364 

03-02-1955 

Arthur Clifford Howard 





GB 1 420 965 

01-14-1976 

G. F. Redfern & Co. 





J P 358061982 

04-13-1983 

Nissan Motor Co. Ltd 





J P 358156773 

09-17-1983 

Nissan Motor Co. Ltd 





EP271 416 

06-15-1988 

Mecanique Generale Soc Atel 





EP 0 618 383 

10-05-1994 

Ford Motor Co. Ltd 





JP 407332475 

12-22-1995 

Nissan Motor Co. Ltd 





JP 408270739 ■ 

10-15-1996 

Nissan Motor Co. Ltd 





DEI 97 06 686 

08-27-1998 

Tausend Erich 





EP 0 989 316 

03-29-2000 

Unipres Corporation 





EP 1 028 275 

08-16-2000 

Fiatavio S. p. A. 




Examiner 


Date 


Signature 


Considered 



^EXAMINER; Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomiance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation If not in confomiance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ** 
For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 
if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mari< here if English language Translation is attached. 
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